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Outlook for Water and Food Security 2050

Water stress by major river basin due to agriculture

In 2050, agriculture will continue 
to be the largest user of water 
globally and will need to become 
increasingly efficient

Sufficient water to satisfy 
demand for food at global level, 
but an increasing number of 
regions will be affected by water 
scarcity







Climate changes will 
increasingly need
investments to 
enhance adaptation 
in agriculture, mostly 
related to water 
management
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Water footprint: crops and animal origin foods

Source: Mekonnen and Hoekstra (2010)

http://waterfootprint.org/media/downloads/Report-48-WaterFootprint-AnimalProducts-Vol1_1.pdf








Somalia: Frequency of conflict and 

drought intensity and length by month. 
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Bluewater: stored runoff of rainfall in lakes, streams rivers, dams and aquifers


